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Then came the tragedy which Gandhiji called the "Crime of
Chauri Chaura" (p. 415). On February 4, 1922, a procession
at Chauri Chaura, in Gorakhpur district in U.P., under much
provocation set fire to a police station, killed 21 policemen and
burned their bodies (pp. 385 and 415). Gandhiji looked upon the
incident as a "divine warning" (pp. 423-7) and promptly retraced
his steps. At his instance, the Congress Working Committee passed
resolutions on February 12 indefinitely suspending all forms of
civil disobedience and advising people to concentrate on the con-
structive items of the Non-co-operation programme (pp. 377-81).
The entire body of workers in Bardoli, young and old, who were
getting ready for mass civil disobedience told Gandhiji that if he
retreated after throwing out a challenge to the Government, the
whole country would be disgraced before the world (p. 377).
And in saying this they spoke for the nation. Gandhiji was aware
of the national mood. Writing to Jawaharlal Nehru, who
was in jail, Gandhiji said: "I see that all of you are terribly
cut up over the resolution of the Working Committee" (p. 435).
He stood firm, however, in the midst of the storm and refused
to lead a movement cehalf violent and half non-violent, even
though it might result in the attainment of so-called swaraj"
(p. 351), for it would not be real sWaraj as he had conceiv-
ed it.
The resolutions of the Working Committee provoked eea hurri-
cane of opposition" (p. 501.) at the All-India Congress Committee
meeting in Delhi on February 24 and 25. Gandhiji warned
the Committee. "I am incorrigible. . . . The only tyrant I accept
in this World is the still small voice within" (p. 500). Although
the A.I.C.C. adopted the resolution without material change,
Gandhiji considered himself "a sadder arid, I hope, a wiser man"
(p. 500) at the end of the meeting. He had been aware for some
time that all n on-co-op era tors were not sincere in their adherence
to non-violence even as a matter of policy. Writing to Jawaharlal
Nehru after the suspension of the civil disobedience programme,
he said: "I must tell you that this was the last straw. My letter to
the Viceroy was not sent without misgivings as its language must
make it clear to anyone* . . . With all this news in my possession
and much more from the South, the Chauri Chaura news came like
a powerful match to ignite the gunpowder and there Was a blaze"
(p. 436). For months past he had engaged himself in educating public
opinion on the absolute necessity of preserving an atmosphere of
non-violence in the country and carrying out the constructive items
of the Non-co-operation programme, namely, swadeshi, Hindu-